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were convinced of the truth of that which they
preached. But in England the Reformation origin-
ated in the lust of an immoral king, and was carried
out by essentially worldly men. There can be no
admiration for the private characters of Henry VIIT.,
Cromwell, Cranmer, Somerset, or Northumberland ;
one and all they acted from motives of political
expediency, and their doctrines were conformed to the
exigencies of the moment. Old Hugh Latimer,
indeed, may appear to be an exception, but he was
not a prime mover in the changes, and the brightness
of his virtue is all the greater by reason of the
surrounding darkness. It is, indeed, only among the
subordinates that one can find much good. The
heroes are insignificant men, great only in their
deaths. And so there is little ennobling in the
external history of the English Reformation ; for
moral greatness it is necessary to seek among the
records of the common herd. It is this which con-
stitutes the first great point of contrast between the
history of this period in England and on the Con-
tinent And again, abroad the movement began
from below and spread gradually upwards ; but here
the reverse was the case. The reforms of Edward
VI.'s reign, the time of the first great doctrinal
changes, were forced by the government upon an
unwilling people, and in face of even armed opposi-
tion. It was the Marian persecution which con
verted England to Protestantism. At that time the
country saw the possibilities of Catholicism ; it saw
the meaning of submission to Rome, and it learned a
lesson which has not yet been forgotten. Up to the